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obvious ; (ii) to stimulate the desire for better living ;
(iii) to show him how to improve his economic condition
so that he may satisfy his new needs.

It must not be thought that in stressing the non-material

objective of Rural Reconstruction, I wish to  deny  the

existence or the urgency of the problem of poverty.   Poverty

is there, and plenty of it, and its removal is a vital necessity.

But the removal of poverty as an end in itself, is bound to

fail.    Nothing impresses one more, as one moves about the

villages than the very great deal of obviously profitable

work waiting to be done and the amount of actual wealth

now being wasted.   And this indifference to the means of

economic improvement is often more obvious in the poorer

than in the better-off parts of the province.    Poverty is no

stimulus to hard work or to thrift.    In fact, the greatest

progress is being made where poverty is a less serious

problem, and more money is being spent by the people on

domestic amenities than on wealth-producing activities.

But the poor cannot give a lead in thrift and hard work.

Rural Reconstruction must begin from the top,    Those

who are not obsessed with the problem of the next meal,

must be given a new pattern of living to work and to save

for.    Once they set the example the poor will copy them

just as they now copy them in waste and idleness.    Then

and then only will the permanent solution of the problem

of poverty begin to be possible.   This does not mean that

the poor must be neglected.   Far from it.   Work must go

on among all classes but the real objective of better living

must never be lost sight of and it must be realized that,

urgent though the removal of poverty is, work devoted to

this end, unless combined with work for the raising of the

standard of living, can only be a temporary palliative which

in the end may lead to even greater poverty.